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prerogatives and vetoes, but, In the main, guiding and inter-
preting public opinion.1 He is the representative of the wider
society, and his function is to be liaison officer between it and
the smaller society of the school. Such a view is crystallized
in the present-day fashion—surely unnecessary—to eschew al-
together the wordJs ' teacher,'' master,' and ' mistress': thus the
Montessorians talk of directresses, while Mr Norman MacMunn
styled himself the " chief adviser to the boys of Tiptree Hall."
Now such a spirit in school-government is the very essence
of play. The children are allowed and encouraged to experi-
ment with life and to explore its possibilities, while their in-
stincts of self-assertion, self-abasement, and pugnacity are re-
directed and sublimated from their original crude forms to
forms of high individual and social value. And the direct pre-
paration for future citizenship given by such play-methods
cannot be overlooked.
The play-way in learning may be described as an attempt to
break down in school the old antithesis between play and work,
to elirninate drudgery, and to impart, even to the learning of
the three R's, something of the joyful and adventurous spirit
of play. All are familiar with the essentials of the Montessori
methods by which children, in playing with 'didactic appa-
ratus,* burst joyfully into the arts of reading, writing, and count-
ing. Nor in our enthusiasm for Montessori need we despise the
older method of the kindergarten, in which play also finds a
place, if on more stereotyped lines. Froebel and Montessori
alike saw the painful contrast between the eagerness and alert-
ness of the child at his play and his creeping unwillingly to
school. Again, the heuristic method, first applied to the teach-
ing of science by Professor Armstrong, seeks to put the pupil
in the position of the discoverer, and to give him the elation of
" some watcher of the skies when a new planet swims into his
ken." It aims at engendering in the boy the same attitude of
absorption and keenness as is manifested in his hobbies. And
although the letter of the method may be criticized, it is the
spirit that matters; and the spirit permeating the learning is
that of play.
1 See Nunn, Education ; its Data and First Principles, p. 112.

